
	  

	  

  

  

On the use of antibiotics in people 
 
We recommend prevention of overuse of antibiotics in people to be achieved by:  

• A global ban on the sale of antibiotics without a prescription and their direct marketing and selling to  
consumers via the internet. 

• Improving access to essential antibiotics and vaccines for those living in resource-poor societies and for  
persons with a severe infection. 

• Greater responsibility taken by governments, healthcare professions and organisations for the prescribing,  
dispensing and administration of antibiotics. 

• Encouraging partnerships between national and local antibiotic stewardship (responsible use of antibiotics) 
and infection prevention teams so that the essential principles of antibiotic stewardship are implemented  
in every healthcare system across the world. 

• Making antibiotic stewardship a mandatory item on every global, national and local agenda on patient safety  
and clinical governance.  

• Measuring the impact of antibiotic resistance at global, national and local levels by implementing robust  
and integrated epidemiology, surveillance and benchmarking systems with appropriate metrics.   

• Adopting a One Health approach and encouraging inter-disciplinary partnerships to share best practices  
between human and veterinary medicine, academia and industry.  

• Improving antibiotic use by better employing existing diagnostic tests. We also support the development  
and use of accurate point-of-care tests including those that can detect antibiotic resistance. 

• Educating everyone of all ages about hygiene, infection prevention and the care of common uncomplicated  
infections. 

• Educating and training all current and future prescribers in the proper use of antibiotics.  

• Funding for research to further explore the behavior influencing prescribers to minimise unnecessary 
antibiotic use. This should include research into the use of interactive prescribing and access to real time 
usage data. 

 

British Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy 
Registered Charity No: 1093118 | 53 Regent Place, Birmingham, B1 3 NJ www.bsac.org.uk 


