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PRESS RELEASE 
(FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE)

                                     Taking action against the unthinkable – a post antibiotic era 

NHS trusts are able to spend tens of thousands of pounds extending the life of cancer patients by, for example, six months, yet expect life-saving antibiotics to cost tens of pounds, says a draft report published last week (Thursday, September 23) by the British Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy  (BSAC) 

It warns that the relentless rise in antibiotic resistance and the failure to develop new antibiotics could change medicine beyond recognition.  Professor Richard Wise, formerly Professor of Clinical Microbiology, City Hospital, Birmingham, and chair of the BSAC ‘Urgent Need’ initiative to regenerate antibacterial drug discovery, said: ‘ We must take action against the unthinkable – a post antibiotic era where the treatment of infections, from the common to the complex, is no longer possible.’  

It would be impossible to perform abdominal, heart and transplant surgery and to administer sophisticated cancer chemotherapy regimens without effective antibiotic protection.  

The BSAC report says that lack of outcome data about the real value of antibiotics has led to them being taken for granted and perceived as cheap. It says:  “Comparative statistics on the cost-effectiveness of antibiotics relative to drugs in other therapeutic areas are lacking and a stronger case should be made on the value for money that antibiotics provide.” 

The report examines the three major components required to launch antibiotics – research, regulation and economics - and is based on evidence and views from three expert witness sessions. Copy attached.

Professor Laura Piddock, BSAC President, said: “ We are seeking a wide range of views about the best ways forward before we publish the report in full.” 

During the past 30 years only two new classes of antibiotics have reached the clinic. The barriers in developing new antibiotics hinge primarily on a lack of return on investment.  The report says:  “Put simply, the patient takes a heart drug for life, but only takes an antibiotic for a week or thereabouts.” Moreover, the prescribing of a new antibiotic is likely to be restricted for fear it will select resistance. 

Developing and launching a new antibiotic is estimated to cost 800 million pounds, suggesting that the purchase costs for antibiotics need to increase 4-8 fold to realize the same return on investment as a decade ago. 

In 2009 The World Health Organisation described antibiotic resistance ‘as one of the three greatest threats to human health’.



Notes

BSAC is an inter-professional organisation with over 700 members and nearly 40 years of experience and achievement in antibiotic education, research and leadership.  BSAC is dedicated to saving lives through appropriate use and development of antibiotics now and in the future. The Society owns and publishes one of the foremost peer review journals in the field the Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy.
The BSAC Urgent Need Working Party comprised multidisciplinary membership including individuals working within the NHS, Health Protection Agency, academia and industry.

1Professor Richard Wise, formerly Professor of Clinical Microbiology, City Hospital, Birmingham and former Chair, Specialist Advisory Committee on Antimicrobial Resistance (SACAR), a Department of Health Advisory Committee established to advise the Chief Medical Officer and Ministers on these matters.
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